
 

Hanmer Springs Business Association Inc.  

Submission on reclassification of St James Conservation area  

The Hanmer Springs Business Association (HSBA) is an incorporated society which represents over 65 

businesses in Hanmer Springs and has been doing so for over 25 years. The purpose of the HSBA is to support 

local Hanmer business people and help them realise profitable and balanced life styles by providing mentoring, 

advocacy and marketing. 

We understand that the St James Conservation Area status is under review from its current classification as 

stewardship land. The HSBA would like to put the following submission forward for review regarding the 

reclassification. 

The current status of the SJCA is of high recreational use, we would like to see that the reclassification take this 

into account. Many of the Hanmer businesses benefit from the visitors using the area for mountain biking, 

hiking, horse riding, hunting, kayaking, fishing and rafting. This benefits businesses in the community such as 

accommodation, restaurants, shopping and activities. Our members that provide transport services into the 

conservation area would be directly affected by the reclassification. 

We see the St James Conservation Area as an important strategic asset that can drive tourism growth out of 

Hanmer.  To do this it needs to continue to be accessible with investment in recreational infrastructure while 

preserving and enhancing its conservation values.  In particular we would like to see investment in the St James 

Cycle way given priority.  Since its incorporation its infrastructure has not been upgraded; it is deteriorating and 

this is affecting the visitor’s experience. The basic trail is there, but some investment needs to be spent 

upgrading the trail and huts. This will help build use of this asset rather than see it fall into disarray. 

We would still like the high conservation values of the area protected and we see this positively viewed by both 

locals and visitors to the area. We agree that the surrounding conservation lands of the Poplars Conservation 

Area, Lake Sumner Forest Park, Woodbank Conservation Area and Hanmer forest Park be incorporated into the 

SJCA. 

Thank you for taking the time to review our submission and we look forward to the future consultation on the 

reclassification.  

 

Christian Chester – Chair (Hanmer Springs Business Association) 

 


